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	ITEM
	Y
	N
	N/A

	PURPOSE:  This checklist provides BEF personnel with actions to follow in responding to an actual event or exercise involving a simulated tornado. The threat of a tornado occurring is greatest in the spring and summer but a tornado may occur at any time. The BEF must be prepared to respond to request for on-base and off-base assistance.

TERMINOLOGY:

a. Tornado: A tornado is a violent localized storm with whirling winds of tremendous speeds. It appears as a rotating, funnel-shaped cloud extending downward from the base of a thundercloud. It varies in color from gray to black and may sound like the roaring of an airplane or locomotive.

b. Watch: Conditions exist for a tornado to form in or near the area, keep radio of television turned on for further information.

c. Warning: Tornado sighted in area. Personnel should take shelter or cover immediately.

NOTIFICATION:

a. Use the General Response Information and Procedures (GRIP) checklist to gather the necessary information concerning the status of the situation.

b. Initial notification can occur by:

1. The base weather squadron initiating the base tornado warning procedures when weather conditions are present for tornado formation.

2. The Medical Control Center (MCC) receiving notification through the secondary crash net and alerting the BEF.

3. Another wing or base control center notifying the BEF.

4. A local news or weather channel or station.

5. Actual observation by a BEF individual.

c. For a tornado warning during duty hours, BEF personnel report to the nearest shelter, time permitting.

d. When the all clear is given, BEF responds to the tornado response site or designated control point. The following notified the BEF to respond:

Individual and organization: __________________________________________

Time and Date
INITIAL RESPONSE ACTIONS:

a. Did the BEF building and/or vehicle sustain damage from the tornado?

1. If the building sustained damage, can BEF work center operations still be conducted from the facility?

2. If not, did the BEF find an alternate work center location to accomplish their mission?

3. If the vehicle sustained damage, could it still be driven?

4. If the vehicle could not be driven, did the BEF request a vehicle through the MCC?

b. Respond to the site as directed by the MCC, DCG, wing command post, or other chain of command organization.

c. Establish communications with the MCC and other on-scene medical personnel.

d. After receiving the initial on-scene briefing, use additional checklist/reference information documents/sheets to assist in assessing the potential health and environmental contamination risk. 

RESPONSE SITE ACTIONS:

a. Consider the following potential health and environment risk concerns.

1. Potable water monitoring requirements and informing the Wing Commander when the water is safe to drink or what needs to be done to make it safe to drink.

2. Sanitary sewerage and public health problems associated with breaks in the lines.

3. Solid waste removal and the potential occupational health hazards posed to the recovery personnel from noise, dust, microbial contaminants, and ergonomic concerns.

4. Major chemical and/or fuel spill.

5. Chemical and other hazardous materials in the building(s) damage by the tornado. 

a) Acids and bases.

b) Asbestos containing material.

c) Chlorine, ammonia, and other potentially irritating gases.

d) Lead based paint.

e) Mercury.

f) Organic and inorganic chemicals.

g) PCB containing materials.

h) Radioactive materials in items such as, but not totally inclusive of, radioluminescent exit/and warning signs; smoke detectors; analytical instruments: navigational instruments; chemical agent detection alarms; equipment check sources; and engineering survey equipment. 

b. If one or more of the above health and environmental risk concerns prove to be an actual health risk to the general populace, work with the Wing Commander, Civil Engineer, the other medical on-scene officers and the Public Affairs (PA) office. Provide factual monitoring information to help the PA office develop the applicable notification releases informing the public of the problem and methods of minimizing the impact on their health.

c. Senior BEF team member works with other on-scene medical personnel to advise the On-Scene Commander (OSC) on the public health and sanitation requirements for personnel involved in the recovery operations.

1. Food and potable water requirements. 

2. Portable latrine needs.

3. Thermal stress implications.

4. Vector-borne diseases endemic in the area and measures to use control any problems.

5. Work/rest cycles and the impact on physical performance.

d. Senior BEF representative works with civil engineering personnel to initiate reporting to regulatory agencies any potential violations of environmental regulations. Consider waiver requests due to the unusual nature of the cause of the problem.

e. Work with the OSC and MCC to prioritize allocation of manpower to accomplish the various tasks required in each of the applicable checklists. 

f. Contact higher headquarters through the medical chain of command and request additional resources to meet any expanding environmental and occupational monitoring needs.

g. Senior BEF team member participates in the development of the environmental recovery and clean-up plan.

h. Senior BEF team member attends the OS-DCG end of shift or other periodically held meetings to discuss the actions accomplished during the shift or other period of involvement and to determine future monitoring needs based upon updated information.

i. Senior BEF team member conducts end of shift meeting with the BEF team to discuss actions completed and actions needing to be accomplished during the next shift.

POST RESPONSE ACTIONS:

a. Senior BEF team member attends the after action “hot wash” debriefing.

b. Senior BEF team member conducts a BEF response team after action “hot wash” debriefing to discuss lessons learned and ways to improve the local checklist.

c. Senior BEF representative coordinates an after action report based upon the chronological log of events, personnel recollections, and monitoring results. The after action report may also be incorporated into the annual history report of the medical unit and the base.

d. The report should contain:

1. Lessons learned.

2. An analysis of the data collected.

3. A summary of occupational health (OH) issues addressed and any OH injuries/illnesses that occurred during the response actions.

4. A summary of the environmental and OH samples collected along with the interpretations of the results

5. A summary of unusual problems the developed during the response operation and the approach taken to resolve those problems.

e. Forward the after action report with lessons learned through the squadron to the group commander for review and consideration for forwarding to higher headquarters for dissemination command/AF wide.

f. Check the calibration dates of the equipment before repackaging the response kits. Send equipment for calibration that is or will shortly be out of calibration.

g. Inventory response kits/boxes; place on order replacements for supplies expended, especially batteries; review response equipment shortfalls and submit paperwork to order the necessary equipment; and repack the kits/boxes to be prepared for the next incident.

h. Were any BEF personnel or family adversely impacted by the tornado? If so, to what extent and what support can the other BEF members provide?

i. If contamination is detected

1. Initiate radiological monitoring and decontamination of personnel

a) Issue TLD’s if available to at least one member per team.  Write down name, rank and SSN.
b) Monitor and record results of each entry team member radiation exposure and calculate stay-time/total dose accordingly. DO NOT exceed 500 mR total dose without OSC approval

c) Collect dosimeters from exiting personnel

2. .Establish a log of personnel decontaminated

3. Initiate a bioassay program to document the extent of internal exposures

4. Brief all personnel entering the incident site on the health effects of potential hazards present and PPE requirements

5. 5Advise OSC of any detected contamination from surface or air monitoring.  Be prepared to give recommendations to control worker exposure.

6. In conjunction with other response personnel help establish a contamination control area
7. If available assign BEF member to CCS to monitor and check individuals for proper wear of PPE

8. In conjunction with on-scene medical advisor advice OSC on actions needed to minimize health risks, i.e. thermal stress, etc 
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