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Quantitative Fit Test (QNFT) and Training Program Changes

1. Policy Intent:  The purpose of the policy is to relieve the burden from bases required to fit test the same individuals multiple times due to mask shortages.  The previous policy, “fit-to-mask”, required an individual to be fit tested each time a different gas mask was issued.  This created a logistics issue impacting the medics.  If installation processes (e.g., just-in-time QNFT and training) that minimize this burden are in place, and the intent of the policy is met via current procedures, then submit procedures to MAJCOM/SGPB for review and approval of a deviation from this policy.

2. The following changes are applicable throughout AFMAN 32-4006:

a. Replace “Air Force Institute for Environment, Safety and Occupational Health Risk Analysis” or “AFIERA” with “Air Force Institute for Operational Health” or “AFIOH,” respectively.

b. Replace “Air Force Medical Operations Agency” or “AFMOA” with “Air Force Medical Support Agency” or “AFMSA,” respectively.

c. Replace “SGOE” with “SGPE.”

3. AFMAN 32-4006 paragraph changes:

a. Para 2.1.  Replace first sentence with “The NBC mask Quantitative Fit-Test (QNFT) and training program applies to negative pressure masks designed specifically for use in an NBC environment.”

b. Para 2.1.  Replace second sentence with “QNFT uses the M41 Protection Assessment Test System (PATS) and the commercial variant (Porta-Count) to measure face seal leakage of a test aerosol and, therefore, does not rely on a wearer’s sensitivity to a test agent.”
c. Para 2.1.1.  Change to “QNFT and training will:”
d. Para 2.1.3.  Change “Protective” to “Protection”

e. Para 2.1.5.  Replace sentence with “The QNFT and training program is both an assessment of the adequacy of the respirator fit and a training aid to train individuals on how to attain the best fit.  The QNFT is not a certification tool but a test to measure the amount of leakage into the respirator when the respirator is donned correctly.”
f. Para 2.2.1.3.  Insert “QNFT” between “Reviews” and “program”

g. Para 2.3.  Replace with “MAJCOM/Agency Responsibilities”

h. Para 2.3.1.3.  Delete period and insert at end of sentence “to AFMSA/SGPE and AFCESA/CEXR.”

i. Para 2.3.1.4.  Delete.

j. Para 2.3.2.2.  Delete period and add to end of sentence “to AFCESA/CEXR and AFMSA/SGPE.”

k. Insert Para 2.3.4.  “Air Force Institute for Operational Health (AFIOH) will:”

l. Insert Para 2.3.4.1.  “Provide AFMSA/SGPE and MAJCOM BE QNFT program implementation data from the Command Core System (CCS) on an as needed basis.”

m. Insert Para 2.3.4.2.  “Analyze the consolidated base data in CCS for trends and make program improvement recommendations to AFMSA/SGPE.”

n. Para 2.4.1.1.  Replace with: “BE flight personnel will perform the fit-testing of personnel.  CE Readiness flights may augment this capability only when BE resources are insufficient for the installation QNFT and training requirements.  Reserve components are authorized to make alternative workload tasking arrangements.”

o. Para 2.4.1.2.  Delete “and C.E. Readiness flights”.

p. Para 2.4.1.3.  Change to read:  “CE Readiness flights will make available additional testing equipment to augment BE flights if required and available to meet the base workload.”

q. Para 2.4.1.4.  Replace with “Wings will develop procedures to ensure personnel deploy with a mask of the same size and type as worn when passing QNFT.”

r. Para 2.4.2.3.  Replace with: “Performs fit testing of all personnel requiring QNFT and training.

s. Para 2.4.2.5.  Replace with:  “Manage all QNFT documentation IAW Paragraph 2.7.”

t. Add new para “2.4.2.7.  Plans, programs, and budgets for M41 consumables, calibration, and maintenance.  See the M41 T.O. for parts listings.

u. Add new para “2.4.2.8.  Ensures personnel conducting QNFT are trained to operate both the M41 PATS and the Portacount®, and troubleshoot NBC mask problems.”

v. Add new para “2.4.2.9.  Will notify the unit commander in writing when an individual cannot attain a fit factor of greater than or equal to 2000 after all feasible options have been exhausted.”

w. Add new para “2.4.2.10.  Will work with commanders and medical providers of individuals classified as “hard-to-fit” to determine deployment recommendations.”
x. Para 2.4.3.2.  Replace with “Performs QNFT and training if necessary (see paragraph 2.4.1.1.).”

y. Delete para 2.4.3.3.

z. Para 2.4.4.1.  Replace first sentence with “Issues serviceable NBC masks based on caliper measurement according to appropriate technical order (TO).  Caliper measurement and TDA 99M testing will be completed before issuing the mask.

aa. Para 2.4.4.2.  Replace with “Establishes procedures to ensure each individual deploying has a mask that is the same sized mask and type used during QNFT.  This may be accomplished by issuing a mask to an individual for the duration of the home station assignment.”
ab. Para 2.4.4.3.  Replace with “Establishes a bench stock of spare parts in the BE flight to support the QNFT program.  Programming, budgeting, and reimbursement procedures will be determined locally.  See table A2.2 for a listing of consumables and mask replacement items.

ac. Add new para “2.4.4.4.  Provide access to different types and sizes of available NBC masks to the BE flight for the purpose of conducting QNFT and training.”

ad. Para 2.4.5. Replace with “Medical unit commanders will ensure procedures are established for Primary Care Managers (PCMs) to conduct medical evaluations on referred individuals for QNFT clearance. (See paragraph 2.8.2.)”

ae. Delete 2.4.5.1. to 2.4.5.3.
af. Insert new para after 2.4.5. “2.4.6.  Medical PCMs will communicate medical restrictions (such as on an AF Form 422 Physical Profile Serial Report) to unit commanders as necessary in support of the QNFT Program.”
ag. Renumber existing 2.4.6. to 2.4.8.
ah. Insert new para 2.4.7.  “2.4.7.  The Medical Force Health Manager will employ pre-deployment medical screening mechanisms to ensure personnel have received QNFT and training according to requirements.”
ai. Para 2.4.7.  Replace with “2.4.9.  Unit commanders:
aj. Insert new para 2.4.9.1.  “2.4.9.1.  Will ensure personnel will obtain QNFT as scheduled.”

ak. Insert new para 2.4.9.2.  “2.4.9.2.  Will ensure the purchase of Advantage 1000 spectacle insert frames (MSA Part # 816137, MSA Government Sales (724-733-9274) for those individuals who are unable to achieve a satisfactory fit with the MAG 1 insert.”
al. Insert new para 2.4.9.3.  “2.4.9.3.  Will purchase M45, Land Warrior, Chemical-Biological Mask and any supporting accessories (e.g., nose cups, hood, etc.) for individuals classified as “hard-to-fit.”  NOTE:  Only X-small and Large M45s may be purchased.”
am. Para 2.4.8.  Replace with “2.4.10.  Personnel issued NBC masks will ensure masks are adequately stored, cleaned, and maintained according to the appropriate respirator T.O.”
an. Delete para 2.4.8.1.
ao. Delete para 2.4.8.2.

ap. Insert new para “2.4.11.  Optometry Flight/Element will:”

aq. Insert new para “2.4.11.1.  Establish local procedures for fitting the MAG 1 spectacle insert in conjunction with the BE flight.  Instructions for fitting the MAG 1 are shown as attachment 7.”

ar. Insert new para “2.4.11.2.  Advantage 1000 insert frame will be purchased by the member’s unit and brought to the optometry clinic.  The optometry clinic will send the frame and prescription to the Naval Ophthalmic Support and Training Activity (NOSTRA).”

as. Para 2.6.  Replace “Table 2.1 lists the NBC threat area requirements.  QNFT will be accomplished when:” with “QNFT will be accomplished:”

at. Para 2.6.1.  Replace “A new mask is issued” with  “Every 30-45 months for personnel assigned to a standard deployable unit type code (UTC) to ensure personnel know how the mask feels when an adequate fit is attained and to instill mask confidence.  QNFT and training should be scheduled in conjunction with the unit’s AEF rotation schedule.  Unit deployment managers are responsible for scheduling QNFT for those individuals not assigned to a standard UTC.”

au. Para 2.6.2.  Replace “The wearer gains/loses 10% or more pounds of body weight based upon their weight at QNFT.” with “When individuals self-identify due to a significant change in their weight or facial structure (i.e., dental work, facial surgery, scarring, or disfigurement) that may affect the fit of their mask.”

av. Para 2.6.3.  Replace “The wearer experiences extensive dental work, facial surgery, scarring, or disfigurement.” with “When individual has a permanent change of station (PCS) and according to Table 2.1.

aw. Table 2.1. Replace “QNFT Timetable.” with “QNFT Timetable for NBC Threat Area Requirements.

ax. Replace Table 2.1. with the following table:

	NBC Low Threat Area 
	Within 90 days of assignment to a mobility position.

	NBC Medium Threat Area
	Within 60 days of arrival on station due to a PCS.

	NBC High Threat Area
	Within 30 days of arrival on station due to a PCS. 


ay. Para 2.7. Change to read:  “Documentation.  The BE flight will maintain the Command Core System (CCS) with all individual NBC mask QNFT data including results for passing and failing tests.  Procedures for using the QNFT module of CCS are attached.  The data structure established by the attachment provides a mechanism to manage QNFT data.  The Preventive Health Assessment and Individual Medical Readiness (PIMR) program will provide individual QNFT status tracking and NBC mask requirements.  Air Force Reserve Components will continue to track QNFT results in available information technology solutions, and will develop a mechanism to communicate the results to appropriate sections. 

az. Para 2.7.1.1.  Delete “weight” from list.

ba. Insert Para 2.7.1.4.  Document all fit test results (passing and failing) in Command Core System.

bb. Delete paragraphs 2.7.2., 2.7.2.1. and 2.7.2.2.

bc. Para 2.8.1.1.  Replace first sentence with “Will use the NBC protective mask issued or an equivalent sized mask and type for the purpose of conducting the QNFT and training.”

bd. Para 2.8.2.1. Replace entire paragraph with “If a test subject reporting for QNFT has an obvious medical condition that might interfere with a valid evaluation (for example: swelling due to dental surgery; a skin condition; a shaving waiver), do not proceed with QNFT.  The BE Flight will refer that individual to their primary care manager or medical unit for an evaluation to determine if any medical restrictions exist that would interfere with QNFT and training.  Based on these medical restrictions, BE personnel will determine a new QNFT date.  When training is conducted by the CEX Flight, all obvious or questionable cases will be referred to the BE Flight.”

be.   Para 2.8.3.6.  Replace first sentence with “For the MCU-2 Series mask, trim the sample tube extender to a length of approximately ¾-inch and insert it in the drink tube.”
bf.  Para 2.9.1.  Delete “…for personnel assigned to or who may deploy to medium or high threat areas.”

bg. Insert new para 2.9.2.  “When an individual requiring spectacle inserts cannot achieve the target fit-factor using the MAG-1 Spectacle Inserts but does using the basic mask, Advantage 1000 spectacle inserts are necessary.  Advantage 1000 spectacle inserts are unit funded items (see new paragraph 2.4.9.2.).”

bh. Renumber old 2.9.2. to 2.9.3.

bi. Para 2.9.3.  Replace with “The BE Flight will notify the unit commander in writing.  The BE Flight representative will discuss QNFT, deployment issues (e.g., individual fit factor, options used to obtain a fit during the QNFT, deployment threat brief, individual duties in deployed environment, etc.), and determine deployment options for the individual.” 
bj. Insert para 2.9.4.  “2.9.4.  When an individual cannot achieve the target fit-factor using a MCU-2 series, a M45, Land Warrior, Chemical-Biological Mask may be necessary.  The M45 can only be purchased based on a recommendation from BE.  If a M45 is recommended the unit is responsible for purchasing the mask and any supporting accessories including a nose cup and hood.  A hood must be purchased with the M45 if the individual will be wearing the Battle Dress Overgarment (BDO); it is not needed if the individual will be wearing the Chemical Protective Overgarment (CPO).
bk. Insert para 2.9.5.  “2.9.5.  The purchase or use of commercial, non-military masks is not authorized.”
bl. Para 2.10.  Delete second sentence.

bm. Replace Attachment 4 with Attachment 4 included with this policy letter.
bn. Replace Attachment 5 with Attachment 5 included with this policy letter.
bo. Replace Attachment 8 with Attachment 8 included with this policy letter.
1

