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MEMORANDUM FOR AFIERA/RS

FROM: AFIERA/RSRH

SUBJECT:  Review of DOHRS-IH Reports

1.  Thank you for the opportunity to review the reports and provide input.  Below summarizes some general comments noted on the reports.

2.  The Force Health Protection and Surveillance Branch conducts many epidemiological investigations using data stored in a variety of databases.  In the future, researchers will want to access data from the DOHRS-IH data warehouse in order to conduct detailed analyses.  Prior to accessing these data, many issues must be resolved.

     a.  Where will the DOHRS-IH data warehouse reside?  The central warehouse will compile data accumulated from the field, but must be accessible to researchers.

    b.  What, if any, data fields will be truncated?  The warehouse data must be robust enough to contain individual level data in order for epidemiologists and other researchers to be able to address future questions.  If data fields are going to be truncated, they need to be agreed upon by interested parties in advance.

    c.  How will bases retrieve archived historical information that has been forwarded to the data warehouse?  Individual-level bases must have access to all historical documents inputted into the DOHRS-IH system, not just the most current document, or document entered within the last year.  Without these documents, DOHRS-IH system will greatly undermine the ability of the Aerospace Medicine personnel to address or follow long-standing issues at their base.

    d.  SEGs must be standardized for the bases.  Researchers will have a difficult time mining data if different bases call the same SEG by a different name or identifier.  Command Core may serve as a model as all the Unit Identifier Codes (UIC) have already been standardized.

3.  Below are general comments regarding many of the reports and forms:

    a.  All reports must be titled and have some basic information: Name of SEG or process and date of last update.  

    b.  All forms/reports should allow items to be tracked through the system from beginning to end.

    c.  All screens should allow user to view all the available buttons without scrolling to the side of the page – layering buttons would be more user-friendly and acceptable to users.

    d.  Forms may need to be modified to allow the end-user to have enough room to type responses; additionally, as currently presented, printed forms may truncate responses to set number of characters which would not be useful to base-level personnel.

4.  Please feel free to call me at 210-536-1573 if you have any questions.  Thank you.







//signed//

KATERINA M. NEUHAUSER, Maj, USAF, BSC

Public Health Consultant
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