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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS AIR COMBAT COMMAND

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, VIRGINIA

2 Feb 04

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL IN-PLACE PATIENT DECONTAMINATION TEAMS

FROM: HQ ACC/SGPB

162 Dodd Blvd, Suite 100 Langley AFB VA 23665-1995

SUBJECT: Fulfillment of HAZWOPER Requirements with Reeves Training

1. HQ ACC/SGPB, as the Manpower Equipment Force Package (MEFPAK) for the Weapons of Mass Destruction Emergency Responder WMD ER program, has reviewed the 2-day patient decontamination course conducted by the Reeves Group Inc. as part of the WMD ER program. This course satisfies the requirements outlined in 29 CFR 1910.120(q)(6)(i) and (ii) to certify team members for both Hazardous Waste and Operations (HAZWOPER) First Responder Awareness and Operations levels, which are required to perform decontamination duties. Students should maintain copies of their course certificate and document completion on their Form 1098.

2. Second, there have been numerous questions concerning the DoD HAZMAT certification program and its applicability to the in-place patient decontamination team. While the DoD HAZMAT certification program may be used to fulfill these certification requirements, it is not mandatory for patient decontamination team members. AFI 10-2501 states that, "Fire Department and other emergency services personnel (law enforcement and ambulance crews) are required to participate in the DoD program to meet their HAZWOPER training requirements." HQ ACC/SGPB interprets that this excludes the in-place patient decontamination team. Since team members are not part of the initial or follow-on response force who need to be trained in HAZMAT release recognition and operations, the DoD HAZMAT training does not sufficiently address the patient decontamination mission and is therefore, not recommended for fulfilling the HAZWOPER requirement.
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3. Our point of contact is Capt Bob Campbell, ACC/SGPB, DSN: 574-1284, e-mail: Robert.Campbell@langley.af.mil. Please contact him with any questions or concerns.
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