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	DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR COMBAT COMMAND

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, VIRGINIA



20 Apr 04
MEMORANDUM FOR ACC MEDICAL GROUP COMMANDERS

FROM:  HQ ACC/SG

              162 Dodd Blvd, Suite 100


  Langley AFB VA 23665-1995

SUBJECT:  Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) Security Rule Implementation and Execution of Operationally Critical Threat, Asset and Vulnerability EvaluationSM (OCTAVE®) Risk Assessment

1.  Earlier this month Brig Gen Kilpatrick had an opportunity to speak at a gathering of motivated and diligent personnel—your HIPAA representatives.  They were attending a conference designed to train a cadre of personnel on the use and administration of the OCTAVE risk assessment tool.  At the time of the conference, ACC had not been tasked to complete OCTAVE.  Nonetheless, we did so in anticipation of receiving the attached memorandum from Air Staff (Atch 1).
2.  On 29 Jan 2001, then AF/SG Lt Gen Carlton requested each medical treatment facility (MTF) appoint a HIPAA point of contact.  A secondary tasker directed the creation of a Medical Information Security Readiness Team (MISRT), whose charter is to direct all MTF HIPAA activity.  The MISRT is to consist of a clinical, patient administrative, and information technology representative.  There is evidence that the HIPAA POC is a healthy program; however, we must re-energize the MISRT to meet the next HIPAA opportunity—security.  
3.  Each MDG is to appoint a MISRT and forward a copy of the appointment letter to my POC (identified below) by 28 Apr 2004.   Each MISRT should complete its risk assessment by 30 June 2004.  MISRT teams will receive guidance and data from my HIPAA staff.   The organizational placement of a committee is often left to the command structure; however, in this particular instance, the ACC recommendation is for the MISRT to give quarterly progress reports directly to the executive staff to ensure executive staff involvement and oversight as well as ensuring the MIRST's activities are documented in the executive committee's minutes for JCAHO and HSI inspection purposes.   
4.  My HIPAA POC is Lt Col Charles Chapdelaine, ACC/SGSI, (757) 764-1370 (DSN 574), charles.chapdelaine@langley.af.mil.  
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MICHAEL J. MURPHY
Colonel, USAF, MSC

Deputy Command Surgeon

Attachment
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