MEMORANDUM FOR ACC/SGPB




162 Dodd Blvd.




Hampton, VA 23665

FROM:


SUBJECT:  After Action Report – Unknown Containers

1.  On 22 Sep 2004, a Civil Engineering Environmental Flight (CEV) representative contacted Bioenvironmental Engineering (BE) regarding containers found by contractors while installing an underground phone line.  BE informed the fire department which responded and requested BE to the scene.

2.  Capt A responded to the scene and met with the Incident Scene Commander (ISC), fire department, while BE flight personnel loaded the response equipment and PPE.  The ISC pointed out the containers in question which looked like severely corroded pieces of farm equipment.  One resembled a pressurized vessel, while the other did not.  Both had brackets, plugs, etc.  The ISC initial evaluation concluded that the containers (2) were scrap metal and did not pose a HAZMAT risk.  BE concurred with this evaluation.  No liquid was visible nor vapor/gas odor detected.  The containers were so corroded that surface markings could not be identified.  EOD was called out for munitions identification.

3.  The On Scene Commander (OSC), CE/CC came out and took control of the “scene”.  EOD evaluation was that the containers were not munitions.  BE also performed a survey with the SAM 935 to ensure that the containers did not contain any radioactive materials.  The consensus from CE, BE, EOD and CEF was that the containers did not pose a risk and were simply scrap metal and should be disposed of properly.  The OSC concurred and terminated the response.

4.  This event was blown somewhat out of proportion due to improper notification procedures.  Anyone who finds a questionable item while performing work (underground or otherwise) should notify their supervisor, contracting official and fire department.

5.  Feel free to contact me at DSN for further information.


// Signed //







OIC, Bioenvironmental Engineering 
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Photo

