Rescue team saves Coast Guardsman at sea

08/01/02 - PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. (AFPN) -- A 920th Rescue Group aircrew came to aid of an ailing Coast Guardsman July 23 after diverting from aerial patrols in conjunction with safeguarding Vice President Dick Cheney. 

While patrolling about 40 miles off the coast of Cape Canaveral, Fla., the five-member HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopter crew received a radio message from a nearby Coast Guard cutter asking for assistance. A Coast Guardsman was apparently having a heart attack and needed to be airlifted from the ship to a medical facility. 

Ironically, the "coastie" was on the same mission at sea as the Air Force Reserve Command helicopter crew. 

"When we got the call, we didn't hesitate to act," said Maj. Chris Hannon, aircraft commander. "There were other air assets in the area, so we could afford to divert to another critical mission." 

The helicopter hovered near the cutter and two crewmen, 2nd Lt. Rusty Bradshaw and Master Sgt. Lance Supernaw, jumped into the ocean with a patient litter and swam to the cutter. They climbed on board and treated the stricken Coast Guardsman. After he was stabilized, they placed him on the litter and he was hoisted up to the helicopter. 

"He was having severe chest pains, and had a fast heart rate and rapid respirations," said Bradshaw, a combat rescue officer. "He was also sweating very hard. We put him on oxygen and stabilized him." 

After a 12-minute flight to Melbourne, Fla., the helicopter landed on a field near a medical center and transferred to paramedics. 

The HH-60 crew headed back over the Atlantic Ocean to rejoin the vice presidential security detail. The mission continued without incident for another three hours. After it was over, the rescuers returned to Patrick, where they learned the Air Rescue Coordination Center had credited them with another save. 

Other crewmembers on the mission were Maj. Bruce Shuman, copilot, and Master Sgt. Steve Johnson, flight engineer. (Courtesy of AFRC News Service) 

Comments:

No CMR submitted.  Complete and route CMRs IAW PJ MOAB guidance.

