From:
mathpj201963 [clubs-mail@yahoo-inc.com]

Sent:
Thursday, July 19, 2001 4:24 AM

To:
parajumper@rocketmail.com

Subject:
Rescue Mission Update from Incerlik [Yahoo! Clubs: Pararescue 920th]

Hey All, As you already know, Yesterday the 18th of August, was a very good day for RESCUE. What I can tell you is that sometime during the “Box” time an F-16CJ Pilot had to declare an IFE from his position near the Northern Turkey/Iraq border. The f-16 had a Total engine “Rollback” meaning, he lost all of the aircraft’s thrust. As a result, the pilot attempted to glide his way into OL-BatMan. Oh Yea, this was the first Pilot ejection since the Gulf War ten years ago.

The pilot had to “pickel” his ordinance outside of Batman and lost track of his altitude. The pilot told us that he wasn’t sure of his altitude (MSL or AGL ? ) so he made the decision to Eject. He landed not to far from the aircraft without any notable injuries. Our guy’s were launched out of Diyarbakir and flew a “Jolly” two ship out to his location and optioned “One” him out, Just the way we train for.

The PJ’s on Jolly One where: Grant Tl, Murray TS, and Clifford TM.

The PJ’s on Jolly Two who ended up making the pick-up were: Arce TL ( Lucky SOB ), Adams TS ( another lucky SOB ) and Villasenior TM. Note that Adams and Arce were on thier second alert period since arriving in-country on the 16th ( Lucky Bastards )

After the flight with the Pilot back to Diyarbakir, the now PJ patient ha,ha, was transloaded onto the Herc and handed off to PJ Team 3: Callina TL, Konzal TS, and Shore TM.

During the 1.5 hr flight back to Incerlik, the on board flight Doc, stepped back and let the PJ team do thier “Thing”. As a result, Shore got the IV stick and Pete and Brett got the patient’s Vitals and got him totally immobilized on a backboard preparing him for the hand-off to every medical Officer here at Incerlik.

The ONW One Star was standing there with me when the HC-130 pulled in and opened up. Displaying the 3 PJ’s hovering all over this poor young pilot. It was a sight ha,ha.

Overall, it was a “Huge” Event here in theater and as a result: It was a Very Good Day for “Rescue” and the “Reserves”.

I will be attending the Mass Mission Debrief later today, with all the ONW “Big Boys” and I’ll update this summary accordingly.

Well that’s all for now; Good Job Guy’s !!! Mark !!

Reservists rescue F-16 pilot in Turkey

07/20/01 - ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE, Ga. (AFPN) -- Within minutes of getting the call, an Air Force Reserve Command HH-60G Pave Hawk crew scrambled to retrieve a pilot whose F-16 Fighting Falcon crashed July 18 near Batman, Turkey.

The crew from the 305th Rescue Squadron, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz., was deployed to Turkey when it picked up Capt. Michael A. Nelson Jr., of the 31st Fighter Wing, Aviano Air Base, Italy. The 305th RQS is providing combat-search-and-rescue support for Operation Northern Watch.

At the time of the incident, the F-16 was en route to a mission enforcing the northern no-fly zone over Iraq. Batman is in eastern Turkey, near the Iraqi border. The rescuers were at a forward operating location, preparing to go on alert, at the time.

"Our people picked up the pilot (soon) after he bailed out," said Lt. Col. Harold Maxwell, 305th RQS deputy commander for operations. "After they took him to their base, they transferred the pilot to a C-130 (Hercules) where the two pararescuemen and our flight surgeon treated him on the one-hour flight to (Incirlik AB, Turkey)."

This was not the first time his unit has come to the aid of a pilot in that part of the world, he said. The last time was seven years ago when rescuers flew into Iraq to get a downed British Harrier crew.

During this deployment, most of the 305th RQS members volunteered for the squadron's entire six-week commitment. Reservists usually serve overseas for two weeks.

"They are an experienced, dedicated group," Maxwell said. "Most of the crews have more than 3,000 flying hours. They have given up their civilian vacation time because they believe in what they've been trained to do." (Courtesy of Air Force Reserve Command News Service)
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