	PARARESCUE CONSOLIDATED MISSION REPORT

	MISSION NUMBER: 

RCC# 01M1121A
	OPERATION NAME:  

none
	MISSION DATE (s):

30 MAY 01

	BRIEF MISSION SUMMARY:

Two missing backpackers, 3 days overdue, were found in good condition by helicopter search and hoisted out. A forest fire caused by rotor wash hitting their extinguished campfire was put out by PJs using Dept. of Forestry firefighting equipment delivered by helicopter.



	ORGANIZATION  (include unit address/DSN/FAX/e-mail)

304 RQS, 6805 NE Cornfoot Rd, Portland IAP, OR 97218

DSN: 638-4551  Fax: 638-4158

e-mail: pj@portland.af.mil


	NAME/RANK/DUTIES OF PARARESCUEMEN INVOLVED

MSgt Mark Ross

TSgt Richard Barnes

TSgt Scott Light

TSgt Ross Willson

SSgt Kevin Baum

SSgt Tim Lum

	Report prepared by:      MSgt Mark Ross



	SECTION 1 - NOTIFICATION

	DATE/TIME:  
30 May 01 / 1036 Local
	AGENCY/INDIVIDUAL:

RCC contacted 939th Rescue Wing (co-located w/ 304th RQS)
	METHOD:

telephone

	SURVIVOR/INCIDENT INFORMATION

	OBJECTIVE:

Launch 2x MH-60G and 1x HC-130 for search and rescue of overdue backpackers
	LAST KNOWN LOCATION:

Moss Spring campground, Wallowa National Forest, Oregon
	NUMBER OF PERSON(s):

2 adult females

	CONTACT PROCEDURES:

Contact air operations center on 123.45 (AM) and search command post located at point last seen on 155.805 (FM) 



	REPORTED INJURIES:

Unknown



	SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

Fly to LaGrande airport – staging point for air assets involved in search. Land. Conduct face-to-face briefing with incident command.



	SECTION 2 - EMPLOYMENT

	TASKING AUTHORITY: Rescue Coordination Center, Langley AFB, VA



	METHOD OF DELIVERY: 

Helicopter
	DATE/TIME - TAKE OFF/DEPARTURE:

30 May 01 / 1210L

	DATE/TIME - ARRIVAL AT SCENE: 1330L
	INSERTION METHOD: Hoist, Rappel

	DATE/TIME – INSERTION: 1530L
	NUMBER OF PERSONNEL INSERTED: 6

	INITIAL EVALUATION OF SCENE: spotted survivors 20 minutes into the search. Located at 5,000 ft AGL in steep densely forested terrain. No landing possible. Hoisted Baum (150 ft) to confirm identity. Positive ID, both survivors in good condition – no medical problem. Hoist Barnes down – one PJ to ride up with each survivor. PJs were inserted 40 meters away from camp to avoid damaging their tent and blowing their campfire. Once camp was packed up and fire out survivors and PJs were extracted from the campsite because there was more space between the trees to hoist through. Rotor wash relit the fire and blew it into the brush causing a forest fire that eventually grew to about 500 square feet. First helo delivered survivors to LaGrande airport. Second helo rappelled (personal preference over hoist) Willson, Light, Lum to fight fire (SSgt Lum is also a Smoke Jumper), then air refueled. First helo returned to the scene with equipment obtained from ODF at airport, deployed equipment and 3 PJs by hoist, then air refueled. Fire extinguished in about 20 minutes. Hoist out PJs and equipment. Return to LaGrande airport to drop off gear and finalize mission with authorities. RTB.


	PATIENT 1
	PATIENT 2
	PATIENT 3
	PATIENT 4

	NAME/RANK:

female


	NAME/RANK:

Female


	NAME/RANK:


	NAME/RANK:



	CHIEF COMPLAINT:

none


	CHIEF COMPLAINT:

none


	CHIEF COMPLAINT:


	CHIEF COMPLAINT:



	PRIMARY ASSESSMENT:


	PRIMARY ASSESSMENT:


	PRIMARY ASSESSMENT:


	PRIMARY ASSESSMENT:



	SECONDARY ASSESSMENT:


	SECONDARY ASSESSMENT:


	SECONDARY ASSESSMENT:


	SECONDARY ASSESSMENT:



	VITAL SIGNS:


	VITAL SIGNS:


	VITAL SIGNS:


	VITAL SIGNS:



	PATIENT HISTORY:


	PATIENT HISTORY:


	PATIENT HISTORY:


	PATIENT HISTORY:



	ONGOING ASSESSMENT:

ONGOING ASESSMENT CONT.


	ONGOING ASSESSMENT:

ONGOING ASESSMENT CONT.


	ONGOING ASSESSMENT:

ONGOING ASESSMENT CONT.


	ONGOING ASSESSMENT:

ONGOING ASESSMENT CONT.



	SECTION 2 - EMPLOYMENT (CONTINUED)

	METHOD OF RECOVERY: helicopter
	DATE/TIME - EXTRACTION: 1545 L

	EXTRACTION METHOD: 150 ft hoist
	NUMBER OF PERSONNEL EXTRACTED: 4 (2 survivors, 2 PJs)

	DATE/TIME - DEPARTURE: 1550 L
	

	

	DATE/TIME – TRANSFER  1605 L
	AGENCY TRANSFERRED TO: 

Oregon Dept. Forestry / Union County Sheriff

	SUMMARY OF TRANSFER:

Land at LaGrande airport (staging base)

	DATE/TIME - RECOVERY/RTB:  2100 L
	

	SECTION 3 - POST MISSION

	SUMMARY OF POST MISSION ACTIVITIES:

Debrief

	SUMMARY OF EQUIPMENT USED:

Hoist, rappel rope.

Dept of Forestry equipment: chainsaw, shovels and other hand tools, backpack water extinguishers.


	SECTION 4 - LESSONS LEARNED

	LESSONS LEARNED:

1. Search the easy open terrain and lines of communication first. Then start searching densely vegetated areas. On a previous mission we found survivors sitting in the middle of a clearing – like they’re supposed to be – who had been watching us doing a creeping line search for hours waiting for us to get closer. It was almost dark when we found them.

2. A campfire can be relit by rotor wash even if it looks completely out. Extinguish with lots of water first if available and attempt to hover elsewhere. 

3. Wildfire fighting should be entered into with extreme caution. The hazards are many and often not obvious. Luckily, we launched with two PJs who are also trained and certified wildland firefighters. They were able to make an informed decision whether or not to engage this fire and how to quickly stop it. Had we not extinguished it ourselves it would have quickly grown into a major wildfire before the Forest Service could have arrived. As it worked out we were able to ensure the rescue headlined the news instead of the fire we caused.

4. Over forests always search with the helo doors open and a WDI streamer in everyone’s hand – prepped and ready to deploy. You may only get one chance to spot something and need to be able to mark it instantly. We have had instances where a streamer was not thrown and by the time the helo could get turned around and return we couldn’t relocate what we saw.


	SECTION 5 - APPROVING OFFICIAL

	APPROVING OFFICIAL:

	NAME

Randall Schultz-Rathbun


	RANK

LtCol
	SIGNATURE

(signed)

	ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:



	SECTION 6 - MAJCOM COMMENTS (Do not fill in at unit level)

	NAME

RICHARD A. KONOPKA


	RANK

SMSgt
	SIGNATURE

(SIGNED)

	ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:



	SECTION 7 - HQ COMMENTS (Do not fill in at MAJCOM level)

	NAME


	RANK
	SIGNATURE

	ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:




