	PARARESCUE CONSOLIDATED MISSION REPORT

	MISSION NUMBER
	OPERATION NAME: Jacks River, Wilderness National Park, Tennessee
	MISSION DATE (s):

04 June 2001



	BRIEF MISSION SUMMARY: 

Hiked on Mtn. Trail and linked-up with Fire Dept Rescue team; then, assisted in evacuating two families off mountain before rivers became uncrossable. 

	ORGANIZATION  (include unit address/DSN/FAX/e-mail)

23 STS

Hurlburt FLD, AFB FL 32547

850-881-2277

DSN 641-2757

FAX 850-881-2757, 641-2757

orsew@hurlburt.af.mil

	NAME/RANK/DUTIES OF PARARESCUEMEN INVOLVED

SSGT. Wm. Paul Orse, PJ TEAM LDR

SSGT. Maurice Bedard, PJ Asst. Team LDR

SrA Ryan Hall, PJ Team Member/ Primary Medic

SrA Jason Fike, PJ Team Member



	Report prepared by:

SSGT. Wm. Paul Orse

	SECTION 1 - NOTIFICATION

	DATE/TIME:

04 June 2001/1745L
	AGENCY/INDIVIDUAL: 

Dalton County Fire Dept. Station #2, Swift Water Rescue Team
	METHOD: 

Fire Dept Dispatch radio

	SURVIVOR/INCIDENT INFORMATION

	OBJECTIVE: Assist Dalton Fire Dept (DFD) in evacuating two families off mountain, due to recent flash flood and swollen rivers

	LAST KNOWN LOCATION:  

12 miles from trail head.
	NUMBER OF PERSON(s): 

9

	CONTACT PROCEDURES: Physical link-up with the Murray County Volunteer Search and Rescue Team at the Incident Command Post



	REPORTED INJURIES:

None


	SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

BRING ALL AVAILABLE ROPES IE THROW BAGS



	SECTION 2 - EMPLOYMENT

	TASKING AUTHORITY:  DFD



	METHOD OF DELIVERY: Fire Dept 4X4 GMC
	DATE/TIME - TAKE OFF/DEPARTURE: 04 June, 2001 1830L

	DATE/TIME - ARRIVAL AT SCENE: 04 June 2001,1945L
	INSERTION METHOD: HIKE 

	DATE/TIME – INSERTION 04 June 2001 200L
	NUMBER OF PERSONNEL INSERTED: 4 STS, 4 DFD, 2 MURRAY COUNTY RESCUE VOLUNTEERS

	INITIAL EVALUATION OF SCENE: WEATHER: Increasing winds, lightning, and possible tornadoes. TERRAIN: Extremely difficult. It took our team almost a 1-½ hour to travel one mile, to get to the first river crossing.  The command post was in disarray. The Incident commander (the volunteer search and rescue team) resented our presence. Their was a disconnect between what we were briefed at the Fire station and what the volunteer search and rescue team was briefing us. In the end neither were correct. This affected our decision-making process in determining the correct gear to bring on the mission.



	PATIENT 1
	PATIENT 2
	PATIENT 3
	PATIENT 4

	NAME/RANK: 


	NAME/RANK:


	NAME/RANK:


	NAME/RANK:



	CHIEF COMPLAINT: 


	CHIEF COMPLAINT:


	CHIEF COMPLAINT:


	CHIEF COMPLAINT:



	PRIMARY ASSESSMENT


	PRIMARY ASSESSMENT:


	PRIMARY ASSESSMENT:


	PRIMARY ASSESSMENT:



	SECONDARY ASSESSMENT:  

INTERVENTIONS


	SECONDARY ASSESSMENT:


	SECONDARY ASSESSMENT:


	SECONDARY ASSESSMENT:

	VITAL SIGNS: 


	VITAL SIGNS:


	VITAL SIGNS:


	VITAL SIGNS:



	PATIENT HISTORY: 


	PATIENT HISTORY:


	PATIENT HISTORY:


	PATIENT HISTORY:



	ONGOING ASSESSMENT:  

ONGOING ASESSMENT CONT.


	ONGOING ASSESSMENT:

ONGOING ASESSMENT CONT.


	ONGOING ASSESSMENT:

ONGOING ASESSMENT CONT.


	ONGOING ASSESSMENT:

ONGOING ASESSMENT CONT.




	SECTION 2 - EMPLOYMENT (CONTINUED)

	METHOD OF RECOVERY: Hike
	DATE/TIME - EXTRACTION: 04 June 2001, 2230L

	EXTRACTION METHOD: Fire Dept 4X4 GMC  
	NUMBER OF PERSONNEL EXTRACTED: 9

	DATE/TIME - DEPARTURE: 04June2001 2300L
	

	

	DATE/TIME – TRANSFER N/A
	AGENCY TRANSFERRED TO: N/A

	SUMMARY OF TRANSFER: 

Families had their vehicles waiting for them at the trail-head. Once all their gear was packed they drove themselves to their hotel, being escorted by DFD.  



	DATE/TIME - RECOVERY/RTB:  05 June 2001, 0020L. Returned to DFD that night cleaned and packed our gear. Went to bed. Next morning RTB to 23 STS. 
	

	SECTION 3 - POST MISSION

	SUMMARY OF POST MISSION ACTIVITIES: 

TEAM DEBRIEF AND EQUIPMENT CLEANUP. 


	SUMMARY OF EQUIPMENT USED: 

Pro-Tec with REI headlamp, swift water rescue vest w/ cow tail, throw bags, carabineers with tubular slings (to assist getting survivors across rivers), NVG’s, MBITR Radio 



	SECTION 4 - LESSONS LEARNED

	LESSONS LEARNED: 

1. The MBITR’S worked great! On the drive out to the incident site we were able to program three command frequencies - two UHF and one VHF.  

2. Having just completed the swift water rescue crs. increased our teams’ situational awareness of the hazards involving large bodies of fast moving water. The members of my team were able to safely package and prepare civilians for crossing extremely hazardous danger areas.  

3. Be prepared for anything. The initial notification was that two families with their vehicles were stranded on the far side of an engorged river. Prior to leaving the fire station, we were told to bring all available ropes.  At the command post, we were told by the local volunteer’s that “all you boy’s need is your helmets and life preservers,”  I talked it over with my team and decided to be over prepared rather than under prepared. When we linked-up with the DFD and the two families, we found that we had too much equipment. (i.e. IR kit, NVG’s, fins, facemask, dive skin). We had to carry the family’s equipment plus our mission equipment off the mountain. This family had no business being on this mountain. It was their first time camping and they had brought too much gear and were unable to carry it off the mountain. Prior to being evacuated, the Murray Country Rescue Department airdropped food to them because they were to weak to walk out on their own. In looking back, I would still have made the same decision to bring all our mission gear. It’s better to have the gear and not need it than to need it and not have it. 



	SECTION 5 - APPROVING OFFICIAL

	APPROVING OFFICIAL:

	NAME


	RANK
	SIGNATURE

	ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:



	SECTION 6 - MAJCOM COMMENTS (Do not fill in at unit level)

	NAME


	RANK


	SIGNATURE

	ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:



	SECTION 7 - HQ COMMENTS (Do not fill in at MAJCOM level)

	NAME


	RANK
	SIGNATURE

	ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:




Special tactics PJs assist in mountain rescue

06/08/01 - HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. (AFPN) -- Four Air Force people here assisted the fire department in Dalton, Ga., and a rescue team from Murray County, Tenn., in rescuing two Florida families who were stranded on the wrong side of an expanded creek bed in the Tennessee mountains late June 4.

The pararescuemen, or PJs, from the 23rd Special Tactics Squadron were in Georgia completing swift water rescue training with the Dalton County Fire Department Swift Water Rescue Team when they were asked to help save eight stranded people.

The four PJs are Staff Sgts. William Orse and Maurice Bedard, Airman 1st Class Ryan Hall and Senior Airman Jason Fike.

The families, who were on a camping trip, had taken a trail requiring them to cross a small 15-foot-wide, ankle-deep creek to get to their destination.

When they tried to cross over the same creek on their way back several days later, it had become a 40-foot wide, five-and-a-half-foot deep river with a 3- to 5-knot current caused by a major storm. 

To get to the families the joint rescue team hiked more than four miles in full gear up a mountain to reach the creek bed.

The team used a "tension diagonal" rope line that positions a rescue path using the swift current to their advantage, like a tailwind, to push themselves through the water. 

Once they reached the stranded families rescuers placed themselves in between each family member, as well as at the front and back of the group to ensure no one fell from the rope or was overcome by the water's current.

The rescue team then quickly packed the families' gear got the family to shelter.

