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SSgt Michael Colombe is credited with two lives saved on Mt.Graham. He performed a 300’ foot rappel to facilitate the rescue of a man who had been lost in the woods for a week, hauled the man up the rock face to where a helicopter could use the 200’ foot hoist cable for a barrel man extraction. Later that same night SSgt Colombe conducted a 200’foot rappel using night vision goggles to a clearing. Led his teammate down the rock face to where the woman (wife of the man rescued earlier in the day) was semi conscious, malnourished and dehydrated.  Michael immediately performed intravenous fluid therapy and gave her small amounts of food. For the safety of the aircrew and all involved, he made the decision to have the 305th RQS helicopter come back first light the next day. The difficult terrain coupled with the patient’s condition made it to dangerous to attempt an extraction that night. Michael monitored the patient’s condition all night until sunrise. He constructed a makeshift harness for the patient and with the help of the Maricopa County Rescue Team, hauled her up the rock face to where a helicopter could facilitate a hoist recovery. This rescue took place on 26 and 27 October 2001.  Other accomplishments of SSgt Colombe include graduating from the Ropes that Rescue Course in Sedona Arizona. Advanced Life Support Institute graduate in Conway, New Hampshire. He is also a graduate of the Gunsite Training Academy Tactical Carbine and the Advanced Tactical Carbine Courses. He was awarded the distinction of Marksman 1 in both shooting courses. Additionally he qualified as a CPR instructor. Mike has become a valuable asset to this team and is considered a highly proficient PJ. 

